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Mission: to engage Missourians in the stewardship of the stateôs 

natural resources through science-based education and 

community service 
 

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES  
 

1. Improve public understanding of natural resource ecology and management by 

developing a pool of local knowledge that can be used to enhance and expand 

educational efforts within local communities 

 

2. Enhance existing natural resources education and outreach activities by 

providing   natural resources training at the local level, thereby developing a 

team of dedicated and informed volunteers 

 

3. Develop a self-sufficient Missouri Master Naturalist volunteer network.  

 

An increasing number of communities and organizations across the state have relied on 

these skilled volunteers to implement natural resource educational programs for adults 

and youth audiences, for the expertise of these volunteers in implementing a variety of 

conservation projects, and for providing leadership in local natural resource conservation 

efforts.  In fact, a short supply of dedicated and well-informed volunteers is often cited as 

a limiting factor for community-based conservation efforts. 

 

PARTNERSHIPS AND PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 
 

The Missouri Master Naturalist Program results from a partnership created in 2004 

between the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) and University of Missouri 

Extension (MUE).  These two organizations are the sponsors of the program at the state 

level.  Within MUE, the Missouri Master Naturalist Program has the distinction of being 

recognized as a ñNamed and Brandedò educational program.  The MU School of Natural 

Resources serves as the academic home for the Program.  

 

The Program is jointly administered by State Coordinators that represent the MDC and 

MUE.  The State Program Coordinators provide leadership in conducting the overall 

Program and facilitating the development training and Chapter development with 

Program Advisors representing both organizations as interest is generated at the local 

level.     

 

Partnerships created at the community level are an integral part in the development of a 

Master Naturalist Program and organization of a Chapter.  These partnerships serve to 

provide volunteers with learning experiences and opportunities for community service.  

Local partners may include a variety of entities such as state, federal and municipal 

government agencies; businesses; private, non-profit organizations; and others that value 

the educational and service objectives which are within the scope of the program.     
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MISSOURI MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM 

CHAPTERS  

 
BOONEôS L ICK :  
HTTP://EXTENSION.MISSOURI.EDU/MASTERNATURALIST/COLUMBIA/INDEX.HTML 

CHERT GLADES:   HTTP ://CHERTGLADESMN .ORG 

CONFLUENCE :   HTTP ://MMNCONFLUENCE .ORG/ 

GREAT RIVERS:  HTTP ://MASTERNATURALIST .SAINT-LOUIS .MO.US/ 

HI LONESOME:  HTTP ://EXTENSION .MISSOURI .EDU/MASTERNATURALIST /COLECAMP / 

MERAMEC HILLS :  HTTP ://MERAMECHILLS .ORG/ 

OSAGE TRAILS :    HTTP ://GKCMN .COM / 

OZARKS :   HTTP ://WATERSHEDS.ORG/NATURALIST / 

SPRINGFIELD PLATEAU :  

HTTP ://EXTENSION .MISSOURI .EDU/MASTERNATURALIST /SPRINGFIELD /INDEX .HTML  

M IRAMIGUOA (WASHINGTON ):  HTTP ://EXTENSION .MISSOURI .EDU/FRANKLIN /MN/  

LAKE OF THE OZARKS (CAMDENTON ):  HTTP ://LAKEOZARKMASTERNATUR ALIST .COM / 

 

  

 

 

http://extension.missouri.edu/MASTERNATURALIST/COLUMBIA/INDEX.HTML
http://extension.missouri.edu/jasper/mnindex.shtml
http://mmnconfluence.org/
http://masternaturalist.saint-louis.mo.us/
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/colecamp/
http://meramechills.org/
http://gkcmn.com/
http://watersheds.org/naturalist/
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/springfield/index.html
http://extension.missouri.edu/franklin/MN/
http://lakeozarkmasternaturalist.com/
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CHAPTER PARTNERS AND A SPOTLIGHT ON 

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS   
 

1. Booneôs Lick Chapter (Columbia)  
 
Partners:   

 

MU Bradford Research and Extension Center 

Columbia Aquatic Restoration project  

Columbia Audubon Society  

Columbia Public Schools - Outdoor Classroom Projects 

MU Raptor Rehabilitation Project   

Missouri River Relief 

Missouri River Communities Network     

Missouri Stream Team       

Ozark Trail Associations  

DNR Rock Bridge Memorial State Park    

Missouri Tree Keepers 

Friends of the Big Muddy National Wildlife Refuge (NWR)   

 

 

 
 

 

Highlights of Community Service Projects: 

 

 Pallid Sturgeon ecology and management activities on the Missouri River 

 Wetland management brochure for the Big Muddy NWR 

 Columbia Earth Day education booth 

 Monitoring avian productivity and survivorship with Columbia Audubon  

 Measuring and mapping precipitation in Boone County 

 Prairie restoration and native plant seed collection projects on Prairie Fork 

CA  and conducted a BioBlitz at Eagle Bluffs CA 

 Raptor rehabilitation project at the University of Missouri 

 Invasive plant removal at Rock Bridge State Park 



 6 

 Bee, butterfly and moth surveys at the Big Muddy NWR 

 Big Muddy NWR outreach and education projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Chert Glades Naturalists Chapter (Joplin) 
 

 Partners:   
 

  Wildcat Glades Conservation and Audubon Nature Center 

  Ozark Regional Land and Trust 

  Prairie State Park 

  George Washington Carver National Monument 

  City of Joplin 

  City of Carthage 

  City of Stella 

  City of Pineville 

 

Highlights of Community Service Projects: 

 

 Eagle Days at Stella 

 Tire recycling activities 

 Harvest wildflower seeds for Ozark Regional Land Trust at Woods Prairie 

 Prairie jubilee at Prairie State Park 

 Rain Barrel & Compost Booth educational programs 

 Great Backyard Bird Count 

 Who lives in a cave presentation 

 Kellogg Lake-Kid's Fishing Day at Carthage 

 George Washington Carver Days  

 Water Festival at Wildcat Glades Nature Center 

 Nature Unleashed  

 Bioblitz activities 

 Recycling Workshop at the Nature Center 
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 Earthcache logging 

 Family fishing at Walter Woods CA 

 ñAmazing Animals" program at Wildcat Glades Conservation and Audubon 

Nature Center 

 Planting trees and natives in Pineville 

 Cave salamander study 

 Stream team sampling 

 

Pictures of several of these projects can be seen at: 

http://www.chertgladesmn.org/whatsdoing/whatsdoing.html  

 

 

3.  Confluence Chapter (St. Charles)  
 

Partners:   
 

 Conservation Federation of Missouri 

 Forest ReLeaf of Missouri 

 Friends of LaBarque Creek 

 Friends of the Big Muddy NWR 

 Greenway Network 

 Lake St. Louis Parks 

 Lewis and Clark Boathouse and Nature Center 

 Litzinger Ecology Center  

 Missouri Botanical Garden 

 Missouri Coalition for the Environment 

 Missouri Forestkeepers Network 

 Missouri Herpetological Association  

 Missouri Mycological Society 

 Missouri Native Plant Society 

 Missouri Prairie Foundation       

 Missouri River Relief 

 North American Butterfly Association 

 St. Charles County Parks 

 St. Louis Audubon Society 

 Shaw Nature Reserve 

 Missouri Stream Teams 

 The Green Center 

 The Nature Conservancy 

 Weldon Springs Interpretive Center 

 Wentzville Parks 

 World Bird Sanctuary 

 

http://www.chertgladesmn.org/whatsdoing/whatsdoing.html
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Highlights of Community Service Projects: 

 

 Ecological Preservation & Restoration: 

  

 Invasive Plant Removal 

 Wentzville Storm Drain Marking 

 Trail Building at City Parks 

 Cave Cleaning ï Rockwood Reservation 

 Tree Seedling Planting & Maintenance

 Tree and Shrub Planting 

 Tree Pruning 

 Garlic Mustard Plant Marking 

 Prescribed Burns  

 Seed Collection ï Weldon Springs and Shaw Nature Reserve 

 Sowing Prairie & Glade Seeds ï Shaw Nature Reserve 

 

 Teaching Naturalist Activities: 

 

 Eagle Days at the Chain of Rocks 

 Maple Sugar Festival ï Rockwood Reservation 

 Envirothon ï Busch Wildlife CA 

 Wetlands For Kids ï Busch Wildlife CA 

 Wentzville Middle School Aquatics Program ï Water Quality Monitoring 

 Construction of Nature Explorer Outdoor Classroom ï Towne Park 

 Youth Nature Programs ï Shaw Nature Reserve 

 Litzsinger Ecology Center 

 Rockwoods School DistrictðTree Identification in the Young Learners Program 

 Shaw Nature Reserve ï Prairie Days 

 Kids CampðQuail Ridge Park 

 

 Water Quality Monitoring, Testing & Maintenance: 

 

 Stream Team No. 3612 Water Quality Monitoring & Testing: 

 Mission Clean Stream in Lake St. Louis & Wentzville 

 Missouri River Clean Up ï Washington 

 


