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Saving Monarchs with MDC Private Land and NRCS Programs for Pollinator Conservation 

By Susan Wrasmann 

 

Restoration of habitat for monarchs and other pollinators is the top priority of Missourians for Monarchs – Naturalists 

and Gardeners. This core mission is being accomplished in many different ways, from seed collection and development 

of monarch gardens on public property to outreach and education in a variety of settings. One activity that has a large 

potential impact has not been overlooked but may be underappreciated: collaborating with the Missouri Department of 

Conservation’s Private Land Division to utilize established USDA programs through the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS).  

NRCS’s Monarch Butterfly Habitat Development Project is a new program in 2016 that grew out of a Federal task force 

charged with developing a National Pollinator Health Strategy. Released in May of 2015, one of the three overarching 

goals addressed monarchs: 

Increase the Eastern migratory population of the monarch butterfly to 225 million butterflies occupying an area of 

approximately 15 acres (6 hectares) in the overwintering grounds in Mexico through domestic/international actions 

and public-private partnerships by 2020. 

In response NRCS has focused on a ten-state region that includes Missouri. Special monarch fund allocations are being 

provided through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), the 

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) and the Agricultural Conservation 

Easement Program (ACEP). To date almost 150 applications for EQIP 

monarch habitat improvements have been received in Missouri for 2016.  

So what does this mean for naturalists and gardeners? Consider that at 

least 93% of land in Missouri is in private ownership. Many private 

landowners care about the environment and are concerned about the 

decline of pollinators. Some of them are even Master Naturalists and 

Master Gardeners! Many have participated at one time or another in NRCS 

programs for conservation of soil, water and wildlife resources. It is not 

much of a leap to convince these people, already managing their land for 

wildlife, to sign up with a program that will help the monarch butterfly. 
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wings 300-720 times a minute and 

that is considered SLOW 

compared to other butterflies! 



The steps are pretty simple but require some commitment from the landowner. The key to participation in the NRCS 

programs is a first stop with the MDC Private Land Conservationist for your county. Most work out of the NRCS offices in 

communities across the state. Addresses and phone numbers can be found by accessing the MDC office staff listings by 

county at mdc.mo.gov. Private land conservationists provide on-site technical assistance to landowners and also have 

access to financial assistance to help implement habitat improvements. Annually the MDC Private Land Division provides 

services to approximately 65,000 landowners including 6,500 on-site visits.  

Private land conservationists are trained to help evaluate your property and make suggestions for conservation 

improvements or practices that might include prescribed burning, timber stand improvement, food plots, wildlife ponds, 

invasive species control and natural community restorations on glades, prairies and woodlands. These practices form a 

package of improvements the landowner agrees to make in exchange for funding. To apply for the special EQIP fund for 

monarch habitat landowners must come in to the NRCS office or USDA Service Center and start the process to obtain a 

Farm and Tract number and fill out a 1200 form. This can be done at any time and though the deadline for the 2016 

monarch funding was May 20, applications will be accepted for 2017 funding.  Site visits will occur before July 1 and 

applications will be ranked based on number of practices and other factors.  

NRCS has recommendations for timing of practices for habitat restoration and priority lists of milkweed and other forbs 

by region and habitat type. MDC private land conservationists can facilitate loan of equipment a landowner might not 

have access to. The MDC private land conservationist (PLC) or NRCS conservationist will advise you on the best practices 

for your property. All in all, working with NRCS and your PLC is a win for the monarchs and landowners alike! 

For more information on the Monarch Butterfly Habitat Development Project and how Missouri is leading in its 

statewide collaborative effort to restore habitat on private land go to 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/mo/home/ and click on the monarch in the middle of the page. 

Susan Wrasmann recently joined Missourians for Monarchs – MN&MG and has been working hard to find 

suitable areas for monarch habitat in the Ozark Corridor.  Susan is also a very active member of her Master 

Naturalist Chapter including staffing booths at various special events and working with schools to promote 

citizen science. 

 

 

 

What is citizen science?  Well, basically it is all of us pitching in to collect data 

and report back to those who can use that data to determine how the natural 

world is doing.  When it comes to monarchs you can enter the first monarch 

you see on a site sponsored by Journey North.  Or you can monitor a stand of 

milkweed and count all the eggs and caterpillars you see and report that to 

Monarch Larva Monitoring Project (MLMP).  If you are good at catching 

butterflies then you can order special tags from Monarch Watch and tag the butterflies that are headed to 

Mexico in the fall.  Monarch Watch also sponsors a program where you can register your monarch habitat 

as an official Monarch Waystation!  These are just a few of the ways you can help scientists gather data to 

help us better understand monarchs. 

  

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/mo/home/


MONARCH POPULATION UPDATE  

By Joyce Oberle 

Monarch enthusiasts around the world waited with great anticipation for news from 

Mexico which would provide the 2015-16 count of Monarchs in the various sanctuaries.  For the 

second year in succession, the numbers had again increased.  While nowhere near the one billion 

butterfly count of 1996-97, nevertheless it could be realized that the count was indeed moving in a positive direction. 

Jubilation however was short –lived for only a few weeks later a powerful storm ravaged some of the 

sanctuaries, killing millions of monarchs.  Additionally, numerous oyamel trees, the specific trees upon which the 

monarchs hibernate high in the Sierra Madres Mountains were also destroyed.   Fortunately some monarchs had already 

flown from their winter retreat beginning their journey north. 

For me, seeing and learning about the intensity of the devastation was most disconcerting.  It was just this past 

January when my friend, Lil Collins, and I had flown to Mexico and visited some of the very sanctuaries that had been so 

decimated.   

So, the question arises as to where do we go from here?  What do we do next?  For those of us who are 

interested and involved with this beautiful, iconic creature, the answer is simple although the process is not.   

Simply stated, we must continue to plant milkweed and nectar producing plants, ideally native ones.  We must 

tell friends, neighbors, and family members about the plight of the monarch and encourage them to plant them as well. 

Even as I write this article, new research has just emerged.  Dr. Anurag Agrawal and his team of researchers at 

Cornell University suggest that emphasis on milkweed may be misplaced and more emphasis must be placed on 

pollinator plants. His research underscores the differing needs of monarchs.   In early spring as the monarchs leave the 

sanctuaries and begin traveling north, the butterflies previously in diapause now begin to mate so the importance of 

milkweed upon which the female lays her eggs cannot be understated.  Milkweed continues to be important for future 

generations as well since the caterpillars will spend this part of their lives eating milkweed.  However, when the 

monarchs begin flying south in late summer and early autumn, the butterflies need copious amount of food from nectar 

producing plants.  Because of the great distance they have to fly, it is imperative that they find nectar along the way.  

Sadly, it has been speculated that some of the butterflies do not reach Mexico because they do not have the stamina to 

make the trip. 

This new information will no doubt cause many comments and perhaps much controversy.  It may take many 

years to determine if this actually is the case.  Nevertheless, whether we choose to totally accept this new information 

or not, it does not negate or impact what we must do to help this iconic species.  From a personal standpoint, I will 

continue to plant both milkweed and pollinator plants. In addition, I will encourage 

others to do likewise.  Whether in small backyard areas or even in much larger areas, 

it is up to all of us to continue to plant native milkweed and nectar plants.   Recently, 

I saw a picture of a female monarch who had arrived in Texas.  She was laying an egg 

on a milkweed plant.  Her wings were torn and tattered, and the color in her once 

vibrant wings had paled significantly.  She had flown over seven hundred 

miles in this condition.  Surely such tenacity and determination deserves 

our assistance. 

 

Joyce Oberle is a Master Gardener and Master Naturalist who has 

been interested in monarchs for a long time.  Joyce even raises 

monarch butterflies and has released over 75 butterflies!  Joyce 

serves as one of the Regional Coordinators for Missourians for 

Monarchs – MN&MG and provides numerous programs to groups 

and articles such as this for a variety of newsletters.  

As monarchs migrate south 

they follow the Sierra 

Madres Oriental Mountain 

range to get to their winter 

resting grounds in Mexico. 



 

 

 



June 1 is “Milkweed for Monarchs Day” in Kansas City 

 Press Release  

Kansas City Mayor Sly James is proclaiming June 1 "Milkweed for Monarchs" Day. The mayor’s proclamation will be 

made at 9:00 a.m. on June 1 at the southeast corner of Ilus Davis Park, just north of City Hall at 414 E. 12th Street.  A 

pollinator garden there features several kinds of milkweed, the host plant for monarch butterflies.  

"Monarch butterflies breed in Kansas City, and we’re in the critical path on their long migration from Mexico to Canada," 

Mayor James said. "This is our butterfly, and its numbers are down more than 90% because we’ve destroyed its 

habitat.  We need every Kansas Citian to help monarchs survive by planting milkweed every year on June 1. Even if you 

live in an apartment, a pot of milkweed on the deck provides the only food monarch caterpillars can eat.”  Free milkweed 

seed will be given to those attending the proclamation ceremony, courtesy of a Raytown-based group called Monarchs on 

the Move.   

In December, Mayor James signed the Mayor's Monarch Pledge, joining the mayors of Austin, Dallas, Oklahoma City, St. 

Louis and other cities along the monarchs' 3,000 mile migration path.  The pledge, created by the National Wildlife 

Federation, commits these cities to 25 actions such as establishing monarch habitat, educating citizenry, and creating 

policies to support the declining butterfly.  "Kansas City has already completed most of the monarch pledge actions," said 

Mayor James.  "Our city has a strong commitment to natural ecosystems, and many groups working on the problem.  But 

we still need every citizen to plant."   While milkweed is necessary for monarch caterpillars to feed, the butterflies need a 

sequence of bloom from other plants, such as purple coneflower, asters, liatris and goldenrod, all available at local 

nurseries.    

In 2016, a Kansas City group led by Burroughs Audubon and including KCMO Parks and Recreation, Kansas City Power 

& Light, Bridging The Gap, Johnson County Parks and Recreation, Powell Gardens, the Kansas City Native Plant 

Initiative, Westport Garden Club, Platte County Land Trust, Grow Native! and MODOT are working to create more than 

1,000 acres of monarch habitat.  On May 19, a native plant pollinator garden, which supports monarchs and other 

beneficial insects, was installed at Loose Park near the rose garden, for citizens to learn from and enjoy.  

At the proclamation ceremony, Mayor James will sport a hand-painted, monarch butterfly bow tie, presented to him for his 

collection by Bridging The Gap, a Kansas City environmental non-profit.  And what's the name of Kansas City's Negro 

Leagues baseball team?  The Monarchs.  "I think Satchel Paige would have planted some milkweed.  I plan to," said 

Mayor James.   

Media is invited to contact kcnpi@kcpni.org or Mary Nemecek of Burroughs Audubon at 816-210-5148.  For online 

information about supporting monarch butterflies and other beneficial insects, go to grownative.org, monarchwatch.org, 

or  http://burroughs.org/conservation/nfwf-grant/. 

 

Join us for the second annual, Monarch Madness event  

to be held at the U.S. Department of Energy’s Weldon  

Spring Site and Interpretive Center in St. Charles, MO 

 on Saturday, September 10th from 10:00 a.m. until  

3:00 p.m. Visitors will enjoy a fun, free family event 

 with food, music, catching  and tagging butterflies,  

making muddy seed balls and soooo much more!   

All to support monarch butterflies and the event is 

FREE! 

mailto:kcnpi@kcpni.org
http://burroughs.org/conservation/nfwf-grant/


 

Please send photos and stories about your club or chapter monarch 

activities to: 

 

MO4Monarchs@gmail.com  

 

 

Missourians for Monarchs – Master Naturalists and Master Gardeners 

A collaboration between Missouri’s Master Naturalists, Master Gardeners and Garden Clubs united in an effort to 

plant milkweed and nectar plants to support monarch butterflies.  

 

Project Lead    Bob Lee  rlee010@earthlink.com 

Project Coordinator     Judy Meixner  jmeixner2018@gmail.com 

Habitat Coordinator  Susan Wrasmann swras@fidmail.com 

 

Regional Coordinators  - (NOTE -  we are seeking Regional Coordinators for all counties NOT covered by 

the individuals listed below.  Please contact Bob Lee at (314) 496-5332 if you are interested in volunteering.) 

 

NW Region – David Laderoute – Master Gardener/Master Naturalist  cdl@ponyexpress.net 

 Atchison, Nodaway, Worth, Hold, Andrew, Gentry, Dekalb, Buchanan, Clinton, Harrison, Davies 

 and Caldwell counties. 
 

NE Region – Dan Getman – Master Gardner – Master Gardener daniel.p.getman@me.com 

 Adair, Macon, Marion, Putnam, Randolph, Scotland and Sullivan counties. 
 

Metro KC Region – Mary Nemecek –Master Naturalist   msnemecek@aol.com 

 Kansas City 

 

Mid-MO Region – Glenn Commons – Master Naturalist   gcommons@gmail.com 

Pettis, Cooper, Moniteau, ,Cole, Osage, Benton, Morgan, Camden, Miller, Manies, Hickory, Dallas, 

Laclede and Pulaski counties. 
 

E Central Region – Joyce Oberle – Master Gardener/Master Naturalist  jmoberle43@gmail.com 

 Franklin, Washington, Crawford and Phelps 

 

SE Region – Chris Rellergert – Master Gardener chrisrellergert@gmail.com 

 Ste. Genevieve, Saint Francis, Jefferson, Perry, Cape Girardeau, Madison and Bollinger counties. 

Please update your chapter’s or club’s contact information this month.  We want to capture name and email addresses 

for the presidents and monarch leads for all MMN and MG chapters and Federated Garden Clubs or other Garden Clubs who are, or 

who wish to partner with Missourians for Monarchs- Naturalists and Gardeners.  We hope these individuals will share our newsletter and 

other information with their groups as they see fit.  Thank you for all you do for monarchs and other pollinators.


